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The SiR program selects Lutheran 

scholars – mainly retired professors 

and church leaders – to spend two to 

three weeks in the congregation dur-

ing the winter tourist season 

(January - March).  The scholars 

provide inspiration and instruction 

by sharing their faith and knowledge 

in areas of their expertise.  SAKLC 

provides their transportation and liv-

ing accommodations so they can en-

joy a relaxing time on Florida’s 

beautiful sun coast.  2012 begins the 

eleventh season of the SiR program, 

and since 2002, thirty-nine scholars 

have presented a wide range of top-

ics on the Bible, church history, 

Christian doctrine, church tradition, 

church music, world religions, and 

the like.  All lectures and presenta-

tions take place at SAKLC, located 

on St. Armands Key (one block from 

St. Armands Circle). 

 

Everyone is invited and welcomed. 

   

For information on specific scholars, 

topics, dates and times, please con-

tact the SAKLC church office: (941) 

388-1234. 

St Armands Key Lutheran Church is pleased to pre-

sent an outstanding line-up for Scholars in Residence 

2012.  This unique program brings to Sarasota lead-

ing teachers in the Lutheran tradition to share their 

perspective and experiences. 

 

And you are invited! 

 

As outlined in this brochure, Dr. Hanson, Dr. Berge, 

and Dr. Christianson will each speak from their fields 

of expertise and engage participants in conversation 

that promises to stimulate and inspire.  In addition to 

their weekday presentations, each will also preach at 

one of our Sunday morning services (9:00am and 

11:00am) and lead the morning Adult Forums 

(10:10am to 10:50am).  You are sure to benefit each 

time you are able to learn from and be in conversa-

tion with one of these outstanding scholars. 

 

A warm welcome awaits all, so bring a friend!  The 

many restaurants and shops just across the street on 

St. Armands Circle would also love to share their 

hospitality while you are in the neighborhood! 

 

Hope to see you at Scholars in Residence 2012. 

 

Blessings, Pastor Mark Bernthal 



March February January 

Dr. Paul S. Berge 
Dr. Paul D. Hanson 

Dr. Hanson received a B.A. from Gustavus Adolphus 

College in St. Peter, MN, a B.D. from Yale University 

and his Ph.D. from Harvard University.  He has taught at 

Harvard since 1971 and was Lamont Professor of Divin-

ity until July 2009, when he became Lamont Research 

Professor.  Dr. Hanson has conducted archaeological 

research in Israel and has spent sabbatical years in Israel, 

Germany and Princeton University.  He is the author of 

many books and articles and is currently working to com-

plete a book examining the interplay between religion and 

politics, with emphasis on American faith communities 

rooted in biblical tradition. 

 

Theme:  “The Bible and Politics.” 
 

Wed., Jan. 4, 10:00-11:30 AM:  “One Bible – Con-

tradictory Conclusions!  Why?” 

 

Sun., Jan. 8:  Preach for both services and lead the 

Adult Forum on “Isaiah 58.” 

 

Wed., Jan. 11, 10:00-11:30 AM:  “The Song of 

Hannah: Locating God’s Presence in a World of 

Contending Powers.” 

 

Sun., Jan. 15:  Lead the Adult Forum on “Romans 

8.” 

 

Wed., Jan. 18, 10:00-11:30 AM:  “As You Did It to 

One Of the Least: Discovering Christ’s Presence in 

a World of Injustice and Inequality.” 
 

 

Morning sessions begin at 9:30 AM with fellowship, 

coffee and goodies. 

Dr. Berge is a graduate of St. Olaf College in Northfield, Lu-

ther Seminary in St. Paul, MN, and Union Seminary in Rich-

mond, VA, where he received his Th.D. in New Testament.  He 

served as pastor of Our Savior’s Lutheran Church in Montevi-

deo, MN and as a chaplain in the United States Air Force.  

From 1973 to 2002 Dr. Berge served on the faculty of Luther 

Seminary.  He has served as a visiting professor at Lutheran 

Theological Seminary in Madagascar and at Comenius Univer-

sity in Slovakia.  He has written two books and numerous arti-

cles and book reviews.  Dr. Berge currently serves as the direc-

tor of Vision Slovakia at St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church in 

Mahtomedi, MN. 

 

Theme:  “What are you looking for…Come and you 

will see!” Dr. Berge will base his presentations on the 

Gospel of John. 

 

Sun., Feb. 5:  Preach for both services and lead the Adult 

Forum: “Jesus Meets Us In a World of Religions.” 

 

Wed., Feb. 8, 10:00-11:30 AM:  “Jesus Our Light In a 

World of Darkness.” 

 

Sun., Feb. 12:  Lead Adult Forum on “Jesus Our Shep-

herd in a World Of False Shepherds.” 

 

Wed., Feb. 15, 10:00-11:30 AM:  “Jesus Our Promise In 

a World Of Death.” 

 

Sun., Feb. 19:  Lead Adult Forum on  “Jesus the Way In 

a World of False Paths.” 

. 

Wed., Feb. 22, 10:00-11:30 AM:  “Jesus the Messiah 

Lifted Up For the World.” 
 

Morning sessions begin at 9:30 AM with fellowship, coffee 

and goodies. 

Dr. Gerald Christianson 

Dr. Christianson is Emeritus Professor of Church History at 

Gettysburg Lutheran Seminary where he taught medieval 

church history for forty-three years.  He also served as visit-

ing professor at Lancaster Theological Seminary and Yale 

Divinity School.  Dr. Christianson is a graduate of Gustavus 

Adolphus College, Augustana Theological Seminary and the 

University of Chicago where he received his Ph.D.  He has 

served parishes in Gary, IN; Ault, CO and Brussels, Bel-

gium.  In 1980 he founded “Music Gettysburg”, a musical 

series formed by a partnership between the seminary and the 

community.  Dr. Christianson is the author and co-author of 

several books and articles. 

 

Theme:  “Renewing Christian Identity.” 
 

Sun., Mar. 18:  Preach for both services and lead the 

Adult Forum on “The Gospel in the Creeds.” 

 

Mon., Mar. 19, 10:00-11:30 AM:  “The Gospel in Art 

I: The Shape of the Early Church.” 

 

Wed., Mar. 21, 5:30 PM: “The Gospel in Song: New 

Hymns for Our Generation.” 

 

Sun., Mar. 25:  Lead the Adult Forum on “The Gospel 

and Its Rivals.” 

 

Tue., Mar. 27, 10:00-11:30 AM:  The Gospel in Art II: 

Believing Is Seeing.” 
 

   

Morning sessions begin at 9:30 AM with fellowship, coffee 

and goodies. 


